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Ephesus

Ephesus is an ancient ruins which comprises successive 
Hellenistic and Roman settlements founded on new locations, 
which followed the coastline as it retreated westward. 
Excavations have revealed grand monuments of the Roman 
Imperial period including the Library of Celsus and the Great 
Theatre. Little remains of the famous Temple of Artemis, one of 
the “Seven Wonders of the World,” which drew pilgrims from all 
around the Mediterranean. Since the 5th century, the House of 
the Virgin Mary, a domed cruciform chapel seven kilometers 
from Ephesus, became a major place of Christian pilgrimage.



Bird Paradise National Park

Bird Paradise National Park is located in Cigli district of 
Izmir province. The place where natural beauties are 
found is in Camalti Tuzlasi. This natural area is under 
protection. It is known that the area under protection by 
the General Directorate of Forestry is one of the 
wetlands of great importance for our country. Many 
birds such as pink-winged flamingos, gray storks, black 
storks, swallows, sand birds and crested pelican live in 
Izmir Bird Paradise National Park.



The Aegean Region

There is so much to be found in this region in addition to 
its coastline. You will be welcomed by the heritage of 
history and mythology with every step you take. See 
Ephesus and Aphrodisias, two of the major sightseeing 
attractions of the world; and many other sights which 
form an exhibition of history from Greeks, and Romans 
to Seljuks and Ottoman Turks.



Cappadocia

Erosion shaped the incredible landscape of Turkey's Göreme
valley, but thousands of years ago humans took a cue from 
Mother Nature and began carving an incredible chamber and 
tunnel complex into the soft rock. Beginning in the fourth 
century A.D., an urbanized—but underground—cultural 
landscape was created here.

Ancient volcanic eruptions blanketed this region with thick 
ash, which solidified into a soft rock—called tuff—tens of 
meters thick. Wind and water went to work on this plateau, 
leaving only its harder elements behind to form a fairy tale 
landscape of cones, pillars, pinnacles, mushrooms, and 
chimneys, which stretch as far as 130 feet (40 meters) into the 
sky.



Pamukkale

Deriving from springs in a cliff almost 200 m 
high overlooking the plain, calcite-laden 
waters have created at Pamukkale (Cotton 
Palace) an unreal landscape, made up of 
mineral forests, petrified waterfalls and a 
series of terraced basins.



Göbekli Tepe

Located in the Germuş mountains of south-eastern Anatolia, 
this propresents monumental round-oval and rectangular 
megalithic structures erected by hunter-gatherers in the Pre-
Pottery Neolithic age between 9,600 and 8,200 BCE. These 
monuments were probably used in connection with rituals, 
most likely of a funerary nature. Distinctive T-shaped pillars are 
carved with images of wild animals, providing insight into the 
way of life and beliefs of people living in Upper Mesopotamia 
about 11,500 years ago.



Mount Nemrut

The mausoleum of Antiochus I (69–34 B.C.), 
who reigned over Commagene, a kingdom 
founded north of Syria and the Euphrates after 
the breakup of Alexander's empire, is one of 
the most ambitious constructions of the 
Hellenistic period. The syncretism of its 
pantheon, and the lineage of its kings, which 
can be traced back through two sets of 
legends, Greek and Persian, is evidence of the 
dual origin of this kingdom's culture. 



Southeastern Region
This region of ancient cities, is adorned by attractive natural 
figures, constituting a real mixture of sights and past 
combined with originality. Thanks to GAP (Southeastern 
Anatolian Project) the area is having great changes positively; 
many farming lands and dam lakes were formed lately with 
this project.

Valleys and Plateaus occupy large areas in the south of 
southeast Taurus mountains. Central part is very mountainous 
and eastern part is generally flat. Long summers are very hot 
and dry, with high evaporation, winters are cold and rainy. 
Although mountainous areas are affected by Continental 
climate, western part shows typical characteristics of 
Mediterranean climate.



The Blue Mosque
The Blue Mosque in Istanbul, also known by its official name, 
the Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Turkish: Sultan Ahmet Camii), is an 
Ottoman-era historical imperial mosque located in Istanbul, 
Turkey. A functioning mosque, it also attracts large numbers of 
tourist visitors. It was constructed between 1609 and 1616 
during the rule of Ahmed I.

Hand-painted blue tiles adorn the mosque’s interior walls, and 
at night the mosque is bathed in blue as lights frame the 
mosque’s five main domes, six minarets and eight secondary 
domes. It sits next to the Hagia Sophia, the principal mosque 
of Istanbul until the Blue Mosque's construction and another 
popular tourist site.



Traditional Turkish Arts

Pottery, one of the oldest and most widespread of the 
decorative arts, consisting of objects made of clay and 
hardened with heat. The objects made are commonly useful 
ones, such as vessels for holding liquids or plates or bowls from 
which food can be served.

Çini are traditional, handmade glazed tiles and ceramics made 
in Turkey featuring colourful motifs of plants, animals and 
geometric patterns often found on facades of buildings and in 
homes throughout the country.
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